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Interview With Luis Ramiro Beltrán: 1I 1 ve Lived 1 

a Con1n1unication Artist, Nota Scientist1 (Noverr 
2004) 

1i•:c. F?mr1i1 r, 'l,~11r:,H" 1s urv r:,11 tF•d :,< one nf l. cl1in ,~nwr o "' key Off•.•"ilnpn1•"f'l ~c,n1•,.-11m r~1ticr 
prac:tice and h1s 'Nritíngs ,::;c,ve1· more than 40 years of c:o 1tributions to the tield ot cornn1urica 
change. !Jol1v1an by biit 1. he was aini::ing the first 10 questio11 tni:; pamaigrns that e1nerg<::ci in 
dur:ng tt:e1960s and earl::,, 1r7os He pr:,posed ins:eaj concepts of parti:iptitcr,r a'lr:l hor~o· 
i'1soired 1n Paulo FrP1r"'-·s v,,nt,nqs or eduCdtion lt san honour for MAZI to interview J s Ra 
first issu,e. The CFSC Coflsort1uni's ;\,fonso Gumucio-Dagron conducted the 1nterv1e\';'. 

Gumm:io Dagroo: ;'f :,ve aqree that. until ver 
was no acaderrnc disc1p/me of commomcatiO 
and soc1a1 cr,arrge as suc/1, hm•, did you aria 
generaf.10,,r become spt.,c.i'a11·st~·? 

Beltrán: In my own case ,t h,, ppened by acc 
g1ve you a long a11swe1· ¿rnd d1g m1o rn}r rnern 
old when I s1arted ,,,or,,ing as a ¡oun1alist for 
where ',,,a,;, orr After a wri e I decided •o 
and started work.ing 1n another daily La Raz, 
time was the most intluenlial newspaper of 6 
follow1ng the national1st re~•olution of April 19 
1mpossibk to contnu0 pub ish;ng 1t, as the p 
of the three large mining industry owPers, C, 
,A.ramayo. Suddenly, 1 found myself unemplo 
rnanaged by contnbuttng to a weekly humou 
Morneoto, a news programrne on Radio El C 
conimercia advenis:ng ancJ ·ublic relatioris, 

corresoonclent for thB Chicego Tríbune 1 •.vas young and hard1,1.1orkmg hut also a hohemian. 1 
ev,'•P¡1thinrl rno~tly for spendin•J k:n~¡ n•[Jhls 01,t rnH1er than qe1tinq up early 

One morning 1n August 19~,3 a gringo" b•¡i the nat11e of Franl:. Sh1deler came 10 m)' door I h 
befon:,. but Mercedes de la Reza a schoolmate ot rn,ne, riad recommended I get to know h11 
n1e that th8 Soliviar, and the United Stales governments t1ad signed a cooperation agreeme 
America--1 .A.grie:ul\ural S•;,rvice ( Servicio .!\gncola lnterarnen'cano, or SAi) Shidi~ler was the d 
information and extension and wanted me to work with him. 1 d1d thank him l'or his thOL1ghtfL1I 
becaus", 1 f,-:.lt rv;,i1h,sr carable nor nlerests-d 1r agnc . .1!11.1 a' is•-.ues lri arjd tion t11e salary he, 
,:;.o attrac11w, He listened carefully and lhen drev,1 out h1s magic weapon. He offered me a tw, 

"llolarshrp 10 su y ·,,, dio·, s1~a1 educat on r uerto R1cro 1rcl1Jdin,~ fi fYl '}I' dt1ct1or and grc 
accepied a tnal of three rnonths w1th flexible ofhce hcurs I did suc,:::lm1b to hrs persuasive ofl 
Sh1deler then became my t1rst mentor and teacher tor commurncat1on tor devefoprnenL 

H€i did honour his wcrd By Oece•nber 1953 after he ev"'luated n,y p,s,forrnanc"' ">rc•tisfaclcr 1 
Puerto Rico to particioate 'N1th 15 other Latín .Amencans i·1 the F rsl lr.temational Seniinar or 
Educat.on po 1s,:rec1 by thE' predeces·".r,r of US.AID the fº oreign GpPrat,orr /•dP1i1~is!ral nt' 
·,vas followed b,, v,'orkshops at the Facully of .Agronomv of the Un1versity of Pueno Rico and 
Educalron C,ce· ntre· ,vh ich lh•:') U S. DOVt3mnwnt 1iad 1:,sk1 bl ~,hr·d ur cler t ·H, cli rect on of r-red \'\ 

Th1s is how I go1 my first theor-et1cal oriental1on on lhe educational L1ses of comrnunication, VI 

Stat,=,s fvicJ IE-,irre,j and de11E~loped from 1ts f,>:·~r-•rie•1,..,", in tr e Sec::,nd '/',,'o ·Id 1/i,'ar They wo .11 1 

developnient ' lnstead they used "progress· and ·modernizat,on" l en¡oyed learPing the es 
prodL e ng f1lms and Lising pholography for rnral educa•1.:in as 'Ni:11 as acquir nq th: skills ti) 
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post,,), rs and  ei:Jucation al broch ures us 1ng sdk,,cn::cn tf1chn1que.:, s Th e sl:udy of cc1mn1un ical i or 
·,vas interest ing a nd l loved the beauty of the 1�. land. wh1ch wa s popul ated by good people e1
proce:"', '., or ·rnod tm', :zi rig" a • 1 c: 1·no,· i n 1J f ·· o rn th,,, ir neo-co lon ia l  st<1l:us  to Hrnl: of ,J · f'r'1➔e associ.. r 

/,.t the end ot our tramir,g ,  lhe pa 1iicipa 111s. al i d ,vhorn •.vere frorn go•,•ernrnenl intorrnalwn a¡; 
create H'e �.dti'l .Arn er:c,,rn ,,'\ssoc1.••1fürn oi /:..ud iovi.su.:i l Educa1ic,n d r'd I v,0s el •eCtf,d presiden1 
packing to 'Jº back to our counl.ries, F lorence Tt1 0n1a son. trorn the FO.� La1in American des�
\,\'as h ington Sh,.,, 'Nª'"' selecl1n�1 ene tn ird ot the part 1c i pants tor a si,: - month schcla1sh1 p 1n th 
1hat ,,,,iou lcJ be funded b;,' the Depa 11rnc·n! of /1g ncu llu re. 1 was one ot tliose SfJlected , and F lo 1  
,;iodrr1other of m:i tuture c,ir,:o:,,,,r- 1 '.:Cli l l h .,we vlar 1T1 n1 !',rr1o l"i1� :,,. of affect1on ::01 r1rl oral:tud,,, for Frnr 

T l·11':re \'v'as no s 1ng l 12� cornrnu n1cation 1'or developmenl tr,J irnniJ proqramrne i n  tt·1íó' U S .,i\ctuall1,
i;:o1 , ·1 t irn ,::::01.rrtry °''"'ª "' thm e an ,"'1c::o. i:lerr,ic ,:k: prn tn1<f: r·•,t l h ,lt v,.rou !d prov1cle th,Jl ,::,1 Hi: 
l.J11 iv,Hs1t ies they had ' centres of excel lence" with vanous s1 !"engths, suc.r1 .�s the produclion e 
and docLPrenlary ti irn s ·a ud 1t·nce psy c:holo9v · ·,•.,·nt 1n 9 te:x:ts for p1las<rnts. des1gn o1' audm·l" i "  
rad io .  1 .iust rnen1 1on the courses I dec1<led to tar,e at Pennsylvan1a State Un 1versity , rv1 1ch igar 
.)n1 ',' H S11 '.i of \.i\1 1scoPS11\ I..J r-, ivcrsil 1,r ot \1' 1c1 rr110nt ª'"I ci Lc:, 1si.3 na Sta le Un1 •.'er":; 1ty /•,. 1 1 it1 s tr ::.i•1 1 r1 
audiovisual comrnunication s.k 1 l ls, ami we ,;vere stlll a tev,, year:s a,vav from the tirst aliempls 
terner's theory of cnmmu nica1:on a rel 1r,oden .. 1 ;sation and even furthe, from the vo1ces of oth 
H·1 1s new d iscipl intr, such as W1lbur Schramm and Everett R ogers lt \"'as m the U nited State� 
D i ,n E::o rde m,ve d F',iragua\,ran rura corrnn1.: n ic,:1tic n specia i :;i ·,v1 1 1''1 V.'hon 1 1 bu1 lt ,; l i le- lons1 1
became one ot the most prc,rmnent representat 1ves of th is d1sc1 plme 1n l.at i n i1merica 

In ·1 Hb ,::\ , ;,d 1H I" ,J short w1 Tuff 1t 1  Iba , c::osl:,:, ffl. H·rf': 1 1·•, ter/\1nerican I r ,st ihrl:i::, of 
1he Orqanization of Americ,:in Stdtes. 1 1·eíurnecl 10 Ek,l iv it1 nwst t iappy 'Niih the opporiun i1 1es 
:o,or1Hc,th1 n 9  1 cou1cl '"HW"'' r·1ff,.,,er cJ , ea rned b,s:iors:I thr:11 •n t"l'IV count1�1' Hiere 1iva s no : 
lo sludy iou m�1 lism let alone cornrnu nicalion lor devel oprnenl /\s I had agreed. l _1o i ned the ; 
n lc-r,1me ric�J 1·,c, and  hdp,ot1 F'rnnk s1J(: ro11·1érn HH; E:lu r,,,m ¡  el l nfo r irati on ,1 H! Lf>,H"• �; ion '/,,,\"; ¡; 
young farmer from Santa Cruz ,  anrJ many flyers, brochu res, posters using s i lkscreen , as ,.,vel 
rad!O produce1·s r:or the '•rst 1irne I had the opportunit '.,' to do fi,,, [,j•,•i(H'r:. ·.v ith nd19enous pea s .. 
enthus 1asl 1c about the revolu1 1on , and l leamed to admire thern 1n many rnspects. However. 
')' ("m Sh1d ek,r res19ned bc:�cause ot mi sdnde·stand ing,, ·.-,·ith his boss ami I lhl Hit,· s,wK: in s, 
boss. mentor and friend 

l l  was at lhat morn,')r'it that, guidecl by Jor¡;i"s Rui:t, a young and bri l l i anl f i 1 1nma ker. 1 ·,,ms i ntm 
·•;,.ecom:l lo·,!'e-- •--·Hfler jourT1.:1 l i ,•,,rn , ·,Nhid"·1 1 ¡:; ince 1 'Ncrn a k:i i:f ......... ,md l:J •'::: CH 1T11;:: .,;•1 scr ip1v,ff1t,': 
'<Nd s 1!1e mva rd-wini ng ,j ocu rnentary , ' Vué,lv�" .Set,astiami ," wh 1ch íocused on th e cuitui-e of th
ot C)run::, , Th o1  . .  1(1 l'1 i enioyed thc, e�:pen,:: n lce érl: 1hDt fY1Grnent, 1 1::h::ln t real ize 1 1,,·.,,as nr"lGPlJ 'li 1 c  1 ·
disci pline , in wh1ch the ad of social cornmu rncahon was used 1 r1 H1e serv1ce of pu bl1c inleresl 

i: m l)r 1 •1 Hlb'.:: 1 rec:ei ,;ed an 1nviiat 1011 fr¡:,pi (: lauüio \/ol i o. hé,atl ot F)roiect 39 ,it th,,' OA.::3 "fec�, 
Program 1n Costa R ica, 10 v;or1<, al the lnter-.4.niefican l nstitute of Agricultura ! Sc1ences estar.
educ:.fit iom�I 1 u ra l  corn rnun•C,,! t 1cri SF.cr·,., c,3 for 1he re9ion fu1y nam": had been :Iuqqesu,·d b'<i /\r 
and Ro'.�elm Coto. both of whom I had met br iefly 1he year before I wa s i1ono u red t,y U"1e 1r  tr 1 
i •1 c1 ined 10 ;•1ccf: p t  Hv2. ofkr, si 11ce I cl;cln 'I 'Nar:t •e le:::l\'"s rny country for a 'ong perioc1 a n d  l e-m,· 
was also a iourna l i s ! ,  a lone Hov,1ever, she conv1n ced n1e it would be a nHstak.e to deci1 ne lnt 

·1J1 ;::it l 1 rrie the econ orrnc sih.11:rl101 "1 in the th ,,,,, nit iD I n:<v r::i l 1;:¡oven·1n1f! r·il 
m1d hundn•�ds of citizens 11,,rho opposecl it v,1ere forc.ed i nto e :,ile or wer·e senl to L-::.r1 rnps. r1.,1y rn 
htHd to ,:,;.ur".1 1v c0 ,J 'H:! s he fei1 prnud l h at he1· ¡,,oq h,01d been i 1 ·¡,"' i ted , bei nq on ly '.? ':; vean,, -:> Id ,  to 
i n ternat ional  oi-gani sation .  wh1ch pr ovided ,a more stable mcorne. Those wt10 had ,.,vorked a s  
cor·1:s.e1··,,at ive · 1 e•Nspaper t a  1:;:-azón. i ncl ucJi r, ,;¡ 1ny self wcre hdróéii;s,,,d t::iy frie qove·n·n1c·r .. 1 l , üvf
been i nvolved 1n a f)y ani1-go·.,iemmerll dct iv1ty , 1 n v1ew C>f tt, 1s situat1on. and encou raged by rr 
HK, ]".,b for one  ')'üm and tra-,/r:11ed to Cos\,:1 R ica 1n Sepk:n,be• ·1 9:.5:i I had no idea the··1 thai t 
H1e fírst step of an internationa! career u,at f,epl me away from Bol1v1a ter 34 years.  l l  was or 
\fem in Costa R ica Hwt rny mnther canM to .":ii n nw. Frc:111 ·rntsb to i 9GO l WJS b;,,;,c,cl n Cos! 
extensively throug hout Laltn A1nenca .Arnong my co l leagues was ,Juan Dlaz. Bordenave \/\le 
o1' 1.11"1 1 ·,ers 1 ly stu(for\1: ,,, ;Jnd governrnc nl: sl:aff in the crmc1ples t1nd techniques of C(:.rnrnu nica1K 
de,,elopment v,,'e also orov1ded technic ... 31 and  organ isat10na l a ss is tance to pu blic en11t1es to 1 

corr1ni u 1 ·1 1 c.;rllori :c;(;; rvi cc ,•, \/Ve ,J ho frequerdly p 1·oclt.1ce:cl ,v1th tecJ1 nk::al content th.: 
run:1I devel op1T1i�rli i ns.t i iut 1ons  m tlw rerJ1on . 

In ·1 95G. 1 1ocf:. thr·ee '/!/,'',e l·•, ::; off l:o ·.vri tc 1 1"1 e scri i:: 1: for " The ,'.(i1T1u ,1 • d ck:- 1::.u rnenün1)' i::•v Joq;¡o H t 
d"welopment in Guatema la .  8':f 1 96 1 .  after a wor'kshop on !elevision prnd uct 1on ,31 New York 
Íl'"t)l'l SÍEl rred te, 1he rt")�110r7d ¡\q ¡fo,;:,n o1'j ce of I I C: 1\ f1 L.irYI .El a lc,nq \',' i l i"I �l u m, IJ 1 ,)Z E:::on::bn8'</f,;: d '
Bolivlan , Enrique Sanchez Narvaez B y  '1 964. 1 ·.-.ia s decided t o  a pply tor a 1e l l o,Nship for pos 

Rica 

e c,ílt'l~r,11•:1 



1n thr,� U nitc·d EAe,1es A[Jém1, 1 \J\/é1:0, r (,• luc1.1 nt 10 CQ1T1pete becau s,c! 1 l"elt I w·D s n o  siood at nurn b 
1he core of research studies. 1 wa s afraid of' fa i lu re 1-iov,•ever both rny di rector and rny mo1he 
appi ':,i' . . ,vas su1riri s;�d l :o be ,TN,J rd1�d th E'" and a ¡::ip· 1cd to '! he M ich¡:¡;:rn S1a l:e Un i',/e1 ·  
M1cl1 i9ar1 �va s p ion eenng stL1dies in c.on·,mu,i ica1ion , 'Niih a vision l'or its usefulne$S for interr-; 
deve1oprnen1 

l apologi se  for otfering such a deta 1 led account t::iut your quesiion has prornpted rne io re,,1 e,
profos sicTml !ife, SOff\f!ti'W'tfJ I haven t done ',lery often in 1nte1·vie,,,vs .

My stud1es i n  rv1 1 ch igan a presHgious and dynamic academ1c i nst i 1ution . ·were to produce rna 
pro'l,:••:· ssk::, nal tmd pri ',.1 ;:1ie lite. 1 a 1-ri v•écd to Er,Ys\: La nsin(,l �il ich i(},Hl . tilc,nq ·,Nith rn}, rn::: ther . i n  '! •,: 
}'ear· ! stud ied only those courses, incl uding stat1stics, 1 needed to get my undergrad1.1ate de�: 
l star1ed Vl't 1h  the cre<füc, for Hrn· rnn st,,irs deqn::,e, and t:••v(ml:1,_1 ,:1 l ly fe r tt11, Ph O I lv,v:I to read s
course. and  often write short pa pen, , which requi red at leas\ 1 2  t·1ot..rs every day mclud1ng \,, 
hard 1o r  1"vc: , !x.11 beaut 1fu l  I f •,ac! never h,�d the ,:;pporiu 1" 1ty befr:,r e  lo r;s,ar.l :c,o rnucJ· lo mflect
·.vi th pn:lh:ssors m-1d s1w:lent'., a r.el to l 1v,� a l ife entírnly ,:k,·voted to leamin g. rese,an�hing and ,

1 wa s iuc�:y k: h r�ve ,:in,onn rny profes:,,,ors Lk Dc:iv id 13er· \c, a bri l l id t'\t l inqu i ;;,i ic.:s d ni:· 
iield of corn rnurncation: ancl Everett Rogers a lready 'famous tor h1s d1ffusion of 1nnovat1ons ti 
prw1 leqi; of betn[l ,1n ::,ss,stan1 to botr1 1 ov,•e lr1e rn n1L1C1·1 ¡:Jrotessor Poqers 1::1 ,:,,carrns rn'{ mas 
Pn}fessor 1'3er-lo rny Ph .D advisor The Fi n,t lbes1s[·1 J ín 1 96ti ·.v ,% a cornp,,•ndium of the rna:r 
of CCHN'llm 1calion tor cieveloprnent 1hat e:,: i sted ai th &t 1 r-1e , 1'o l lo-.•ieO by my �.ugges1io ,1 s  c r· E 
rese,ard1 and en!'i ancing the practica! applications . Th,¿:; s.econd 1l'11,�s.is[2] in Hl70, was a cfü�s 
,:::om1n.1nication and de-ie lopme nt  w .. <it1n /',,n1erica. ch,c.1ractEF1 sed by e:,:terna1 domi•·1°1t 101 .. , n1 , 
United Sta tes, and the 1nlernal dominanc,e of 1he ·wea lthy rn inorities ,wscr the rnajority The st 
irnposed rnode l  of rieveloprneni------rr1a!enal ist .  cc,nsmvat i ,,.,,, ancl a nti --den1ocraiic--- -,and p:-opos 
comrnuni c"1tion could he:p change it 

lt fflél\/ s,::;, und parado�: 1ca I bvt I fu lly becm,1e m,,,a, .. e of the 6 lmost neo-e,:, orna! ccritext o1' L.,11,
n-1y years of study in the U S C:, iven the vast l1teratu re ava1 \able at Michgan S1ate Un1vE;1·s ity
aboul the nati.,1"e ot our s ociely 1c!COnon1y and cultu m  v,•t·, : l i•c. 1 v.ra,�, pl ·1ysicr,,l l\i l'::ar· frorr1 our rn,y,
convin0::d that our reg1on needed profound struo1ural chanqes. ,,;nd For th is to 1-iappen. we h;
con1mun1 c:<J'\: ion 1tself , . .  ,.tn,m� l inq lo den1ocrat1se for H1 f:,, bene1 it uf the i rnpove•i :•;;h ,xi 
people. Before l',11 ichigan I did n't have a clear idea of U1e situation 1 n  our countrief, •M11ch is v, 
companion .J uan Diaz BordE:! !"I ave ;,ond 01t·1 ,u pk::,1·H,1:1rs of de•,,1e lonrn(Hl\ c,::; rnnHH'i 1ca1 on 1n our 1
v,rorkecl wiih 'b l i nclers , "  conv1nced of ihe power of rnass media in development pmgrnrnmes:
1,3d·1 ··10lo9y , but I cou ldr-'t see the tmderly1n,;i pol i t ic.3 1 i ssu,,is . Afterf\� id'1•,1an I f·, ad a different 
:ír ansforrr1t,.cl l h f,, way 1 •.vorked in c,ur regi on ·.vh en I vmnt bacf:: to Co!ombi;J in 1 970 as trie Dir· 
Arnerica•·1 C ent:-e for F{u r ,,,I Developrnent and /lgrarian F;::e+crrn. a b r·é1 r· ch c,t ti, ,"' l !CA at OAS 
c:ommunicat1on for development had cha r19ed ri1dically 

Gm:wcio Da!¡nm: t'.l boui' lb to 20 years ago, university joumalism dt,·partm1:mts in /at,'u /l m 
change ti'1·E,•1'r nt1mes and becarne faclJ,1Ue�, or depan'ments of '·soc,ia/ con1munlc;,tion ". ,Hov1e 
adding {narkeüng advettt.sinq a r;cf pubhc rB1'a t.1ons !he conti1:.�nt of s·tut1i�_:¡,s didn 't ci1d .nge rnucl 
universitié•s ar;,s, st.ril tfnatJ}.e· to ttairt cornn1unrcators \·\·}ro are capable of c.ontr?bt.rting to .s:ociai 1 

h·andful, h:?ss thr.u1 1 �·ó c,f ihe c.� .�i.StfnQ ac¿1denn'c pro9rarnrnes, o:ff(�rr cornrnunlca1)on füf' c.fevei'o
th•s gener-a.l apatily pers1st in /he acaciem,•c won'd'.' 

Be ltrán: V',�th \,'13r,' ff,,v e;,:cept,ons u niversil ies in our region --and part i cu!m ly P'"i ,,, ,:lte ac::1dE,n 
seldorn reldled to the neecis and concems or íheir 01Nn :;;oc1ehes; H1ey do not take i nt,:, accou 
polit 1cs, cu l1ure and ecor· on'ly Tri;,, teaclH,gs \hey offer seern te:, serve 1 ntel lectua !  dernands ¡ 
protr,ssional requiremEmts of 1he middle and h 1gher classes Ouring t l,e past 30 )1ears they t 
r c·,,,,pond tu Hw· dernands 01 t tH:c Pl'i',/aki er"1ír,;pr;311e1.Hia l  s,,ictor E: :,;!a bl 1sl11r1q r·1o'i/ ar'eé1s of p r·,:y\ 
defin1tely more a ki n  to the market, business adrnm1 s\rat1on publ ic rela11 ons and marke1i ng I r  
i n cn,J.:1 sin1J n Lm1ber o f  con1n,1.m,c.crt ion schools c1·e,slE:,d i n  the lasl: 4 0  ye;:ir·s ,  1'e•N bro,::, f:. ,T,,•ve1;1 11" 
pattem. 1',fost prepare cornmunicallon profess1onals for !he· \Norld of business. not for lhe S>F;r 
They s,�EHn i nc<:1r:: dble of se�rn1q tha1 cornr"1u n1caton tor developmeni ,s an i rnporl.,rnt d1sci pl r 
convinced that there a re no1 rnany opportun il ies for comrmmication special ists. e:�cept for th ,  
1ouma:1sr,1 , advect is ing rT1n1·f•: et ing and even more recenl!y , pol i1 ,ca l  prop,a,J,,rnda :md c ub \ ic ,
The boUorn l ine. 1.mtortunately . i s  1.h at un ivers1ties in Lal in ,li. 111erica h a,, ., no real ,::ornrnitrnent 
str uctu-al cha ri�¡es noce ssar,· to bui ld a rnore iust anrJ pros,�ero1.1s dernoc1 . .  ¿,1t ic socictv That s 
i n vest in comrmm ication and ,2.duc,;1tion for �.oc ia !  change 

Gun1uclo L?agron t·:ilea.se des-crlü,e a cornrnutvCat-or ft'.:Jer dE�vt.:<loprnerrt aJK} $0Ciai' ci1.aoq·¿�, t.Ji 
differ frorn a jOurnalrsf�1 



Beitrim · The rnam characteri shc of cornmunicators fc,r deve\ c,pment i s  H•e 1 r  deterrn ination te 
pu  bl lc servio� Th is us,ua\ \y dnves lhern-· part icular ly in trie conte>:t oi l_ati n Arnerica--lo cornr 
lhe s,·} 1-\•' i c,;, of soci,1 Ju stce and clianos:+ 

The rnai n d1ffernnce bet11,p¿•en journ.,lisls and comrn unicators fo1· development i s  that the lattE 
c:omm1..H, ic,1tion mr,mly as .J too1 for '" nhém c.ir19 :c:r ecll.JC:almn trn· H'H'l b,,1:1 ,,rn·11 e-n! ot their 
lhrust of Journal ists is ne·.vs ,-vhereas the developmen1 cornrnunicator stru!;mles for· a change 
people can succeed ir overcor>1 in9 u r>derdeveloornent, i n just iu1 and a uthcntari an 1 sni 

Gunwcio Dagron One of the topics that have corne bac/,, in force in recent years Js ·comn; 
You we(::, rk•eply involvecl i•.1/trt /11/s 1s.sue 30 yedr:s a�¡o, •A·hen UNESCO and otl1er:, mcommr: 
cieve/oping co1mtm?s estab/1sh th,�ir own !rrformation and commwl,1C'atioo polic/es l'o coanter , 
intruence of globa11 ,�J1;:t9erncnic rner.:frie Ho 1�/ ci::H7 you a.ss:t:1•.s:.s thc:i1t ex/:1>1:�\l' Ienc:-o li"Od h()i.,v rnuch i: 
todey ? 

Beltrán · The- atlemp1s to encourage deve\ opi ng countries lo design and apply their ovm cor 
pol icies , from which plura istic straleq ies  and plan s ·.vere to devé'dop ,.,,,en;, fn_.i.t, 1rn11ng . D1..1rin•J 
'Nith U �J ESCO's encouragernent and su ppor1 the lheore11rn l and pol it ical fundamental s wer, 
de',•elopin�� such pol 1c ies :S;;1cHy ,  th,,y rJi dn' t  ge further than rese,Jrch and r·etl ection or stalem 
gc•vemments . This was mainly d ue to the hard a ncl lenac1ous oppo sit ion to tl1 ,; proposed ché 
piural istic. dernocratic a!"'!d peaceful Huge trnnsnational a\ l ia nc.i;·S of medi ,:1 c,,¡,¡n�0, rs and oper 
rnost part cornrnercial \y driven and con servalive. They consider any attempts to establish fl( 
'·pres�, fr,:,,edom, '  v,•hi c:h 1�, ,•1c1:w, l ly ' ·bus1n,:;ss tnmi::k,n1 . "  On the cth,:,r h�·H'· d  thern wé1 ,; a 1·;:c;k ti· 
,vhích were .abundanl in our region i n  those years-would pe-i-versely benefit fron1 apply1ng ti 
ovvn prnfrt 

\Ne must also <,dmit that 'Nhi le v,mrkmg on lhe-se nevv d ernocrat1z ing diang,�s 1n pol ic1es, •,ve , 
!o involVé'' �.ey civi l society Cf''.FU'1 1 sat1o n s  t·-l o unmn or pol ii1cal party v,•as 1 n  th,,, loop. l'-Jo 
mobil ised to support the scheme.  Tt1e only exceptions  were the associat1ons of Cathol ic con 
professic-n:J \ s ,  who managed to conm·l i t  1 1·1e Church's hi;:, rard)y· ln 'fact the Ch1..H"ch v,1a s  the o 
i n sti 1ution that identitied v,ith the rnovement 

lf 11·,ere is a n,. les�:.on lea•wad frorn prnv1ous expeT ences i t  is 1h e need lo adJ ust the ongi nal ¡ 
it to key or·gan isalions in each conHnunll'.I', to opin ion leaders and pol it1cian s  to avoid preach 

Gumucio Dtigron· In terms of d,9mocraiic comnn,•nicatwn a nd the civil s:ociety stn.1.99/e lór e 
commtmication nghr-s. are \,,,·e 11/orse of

f 
then we v.-ere then we were 30 years ago;, 

Beltrán: Todav s ·.vcrld scene 1s ambiguous. The idea that commtmicé,1t1on should bE,: 1, orizor 
pa 1i1cipatcwy to support democrat1c development seems to have reached further than the ac, 
!· .. lowe•_i;r"r ,  tl,e Pl"dCt1c:e of 1.h i:'; nppro::1ch lo comr11un ic,:i l ion lrns been su bJugakd b'.I' UK' unr,,;,sl
commerc1al rned ia and doesn·t seem to have th ,9 :,,trength i t  had dunng the 70s and 80s

cJn ll'le 0H1er hand , the ne,v oo rnrnun icat 1on ;w d 1 f"forrnation technolog 1es no,.,,' ff-iai lable l1ff•/f 
infonnation acces:s. for Urn people. As for comrnun ication and citiz.ens' ri•J hls lhere are sorne 
developrnents perhaps more concep1ua I th fü7 operniH)na I Du rmg th is  l ;;;st d ,,,:cade. m1 intNn 
has  g rov.m lo slruggle for information and c,::,mmun icaüon rights . •  vh ich 1s not sim ply a synm,· 
fre iéKlor-r1 1'01" the fo·.,v but "' r i •� ht o'f all cifzfrns. 1

/1M t1ave a lso see •1 the e inerg,tr:ce of media ce
regu lation in mass rnedia and r egu lation , pmrnoted by civ i l  society . Fresh theoretical a ppn:ia ,  
c1 . .  nert ·.vorldv,!1de d iscu ss. 1on on the " n1'onnab::in Soc1(,•l)' n m,v i 11cludes the 1 ssue of clerno,::: r ,: 

Gumucio Dagron S,•oce tile· 1 9605', Latm A.merica contd/Juled to the theory oi developmen 
thrt1ugh .S- 1)thor$ (nf.1'pire,c1 fhlS! �:�ocio ... poUtica.r reahtJ/ ,JncJ' in�:Ortl�1r::.;d by concr:.s· tl:::l iltno,�viedq6· 0 1  
approac/1 to communication: for the peopfe horizontal and part1crpatory hlowever mo.st boo 
con1mun,• c::tdion pubfished m E'nglish do oot aci�nowledge the p1oneeon9 conrrihutioo of L at,·o 
l1Vhy is tn1s?

Beltran · There's a lot of 1gnorance in Engl ish-speaking countnes about Latin .A.menc-;,:m con1 
con 1rr,u"1i c,Ttion theo1y One expla nai1on 1s that our l:toralu m hasnt sh:i•.vn up very of1e•1 in E 
pu bl1cat ions. H ow,srver th is shouldn t amaz.e us,, bec:au se e ven i n  acacfornic publ 1caiions in S 
Pon:uqu,es,e , papers -:m comrnunica t ion for d,,;; •.,e1opment v,,'1sH, t,e ldom prin!eti 

Mo1·e irnpor· tant ly. H1e scarce Latin American l ile 1·atLire on cornmunicat.ion for developmenl ,s 
sotia1 chm:1,g e and clenioc::r-1:itK: va\ues , wherfü, s  in ac<'Jderrnc insl:itutions, of th e Un ted St.;1tes. 
v1s1o n of socia l  sciences uncontam inated ·,•11tt1 pol it ics. Therefore. Hiey do not or.Jnt ,m)r va\1d 



lrt.1st\,vmihiness, to Latín .A1nericm1 n,ic;,3ard1, a'., ernpírical as. it rnay be. U.S. acad,�mics could 
n,,cogmse the pioneerin�¡ contributions of the Lalin American region. Exceptions inc:lude Eve 
mor,:, th;,1n one book and se',r;::,1·til 1n !t,•1·1,,•ii�v,:s, ;)ckrnJwled[Jed his ovm changt, in perspeclive 01 
connmmication, u·1a nks lo Uiün Anieric�::in ref,earchers. 1 n additíon, 1 can rnenlion sorne ol11e1 
�.uch u:s f3rend:::1 Dervin, Ernil l\kAnr:any and Hobert VVhilr;. 

(;umucio Dagrcm 'tour 0 1,,;,n camer in cornm1micatior;, for deveíopment expands over 40 ve 
ideas i::?.-volvf�d dttrrn.Q the•$f.:? r:íf:cadt•$? 

Beltrán. l'm afraid I don'l know the answer, al leas! 1N1th certmnly, bE,c.aL1se l've never done 
cornparin,,1 tT1>' ways of lhinking comrnunication over the yedr:c, Thi s  rnay ha•,·e to do ·wit11 the 
r1alr a c,entury v,mrkíng on !he sarne sut.'ject l\1e never been an est:,blished prntessor or rese 
e3cadernic 1n:,titutions. l 've eanmd rny li ,,,¡ n[J as ,1 cornrnu nica!íon .:011•tist not a sc1entis.t Somet
é1amed my incorm, V,'orkíng in development pror�rarnrnes not directl::,r related to cornn1unicati( 

1 dans, say 11,y position ha�, not changed in ,any r2,d1c:al 11',,·ay, except i n  sorne specific '"reas 1 ¡ 
essenlia\ pi'incipl es without any fear c,f being labelled a consE:,rvative, since 11,?amed from m� 
sc.1errlrnt----different fron1 a polillci;.n, a l av,yer or a jouiT'l,éllisi----is ¡:illA,'ª'""' ready to review V,'hat 
and to discard it if there is rea.son, indudíno even hís rnot,t cher•isr·1ed ideas. That said, 1 nevE 
corwicl:ion that our socis•,ty is currnntl y unjust and anti .. ·dernocral:ic, and I ni..wfü 1·{➔linqu1sh the
communication will heip change it The society I denouncerJ in the 1970s not only has not im 
rriany w2,)/S miel, lm�JfJly becausr2, of �Jlobaliscrtion ,,,nd rrno .. -l¡bma li srn, it has ,.,vorsrn"1,,)d .. Thern 
involution i nsiead 0 1' evolution. 1 cannot abandon then thE7 Litopian ideal of social justice. 

[1] c::o,rnniunication and Mo!.'..iemiza!1on Signdicance, F,10l1% ,md Straü=1gi,:,s M;\ Thús1s, Miel•
Uníversity Easl Lansing, Mictlig,m Uniled States, 1968. (Unpubl ished).

[2] (io,mniun,catioo in /. .a /in A menea.· P,,,,!';sua.smn /ór Stalvs Que, or hir /\,'a/iooal Deve,'opme·m
Michigan Sta!e U1,iversily East Lansing, Michigan, llnited States, 1970.
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