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D.2.2: COMMUNIC/\TTON AND MODERNlZATTON 

THE CASE OF LATIN AMERICA 

The extent to which social communication has advanced in 
Latin America is the subject rnatter of a comprehemsive paper 
(ilself a summary of a larger report by the same author) by M. 
Luis Tamiro Beltran S, a Bolivian journa1ist and communication 
spccialist wo,king with JATAS-OASC (the lnter-American lnstitute 
of Agricultural Sciences cf the Organirn1ion of American Sta1cs). 
Copies of 1hern rep0rts can he had from thc aulhor. A Bihlio­
gr:-iphy also is addcd :d 1hc cnd of this Note: (Ed.) 

!he_ ma!n . _fun_ctions performed. by thc . Rc�public c?m• 
mun1cal10n 1ns11tut1ons are: product1on and cl1stnbut10n of matenals, 
traíning of personncl in communication prindples and methods; 
rcscnrch in cornmunica1ion problems; and promotion of communic­
ation as a discipline by means of professional exchangc, coordi­
nation and publication. 

The main beneficiaries of ali these efforts have been the govern­
ment organs in charge of agricu1turc, eclucation and health. The 
tlirce main lincs of communication activity are Audio-Visual (A.V) 
J\ids; Radio Schools and Agricultural lnformation Services. 

Although considerable progress has been registered in severa! 
countrics of South J\merica by their own national efforts and 
thrnugh the assistancc of United Nations Organisations, therc havc 
been severa[ shortcomings and hindrances to further progress. Sorne 
of' these (as listed hy the author bimself) are noted below: 

f. A rnarked lack of a wareness on the p1rt of policy-makers 
and clevelopment strategists of the significance and functions or 
communication in mode:·nization. 

2, An assignment of very low priority to c0mmunication work 
in govcrnment plans and, thus, an inadequ[ltc allo1ment of funds 
f'or il in national hudgets. 



3. A virrnally complete i11ani.culalioo betwcen genel'al develop. 
meat ;trategies and specific commnnicatlon strategies for that 
development. 

4. A,, i,,�uílicient nv:,ilahility or govcmmcnt-mvncH ma�s media 
llccdcd to cs1ablisl1 and maintain an c01cienl two way communic,i­
tiou .system b.etween the public officers and rhe broad poputation 

;¡� well ns among the dif
r
erenl secrors of tha¡ popul;ition. 

5. An cxaggera1ed prcfercncc. on the pan of government 
:i¡;cncics. for óTie kind of oontent, i11.tuiiional publicity (Le., pol,­
tical prOJ>nganda), as well ns for 011e hind of drnnnel, the prin!ed 
wonl {whi<;h is easiest and perhnp, ehcapest to use but re:ichcs 
only a nünimun\ of p¿ople). 

6. An 1tnduly pro11ounced concentration on tbe part of govern· 

, 1,ent agencie-s, on an unplanned production of mes,agcs, nt rhc 
cxpen,e of l.1$ks sucb a:. proper d istribu 1 ,on. reseal'ch, evaluation, 
training an,i promotion, "hich are n1 lea,t as i1111>0rtan t as pro­
duc1ion. 

7. A prcvalcnce uf deficiencies in physical i nfrastructure-such 
a, latk of roJd,, lack or elcctricity, nnd Jack of mod�rn com­
municarion cqui¡,menl-whích make, the cxi�tcuce or a truly nation­
�l nel\1ork of social communicatíon exlremcly d1ílicull. 

ll. A h igh leve! of illiteracy whicb, couplcd with the  poverty 
of the majori1y of 1hc people and aggravated in �orne cases by 
the e,i�t�nce of languagc, otl1er ll¡au Sp:rni,h or P,>rtuguesc, 
imposes hca, y rcsHiélion, on 1J1e use of thc printed media. 

9. An ab,cne� of mo1iva1ion on tite parl vr the mass media 

in,titutio11s-11ws1 of which are ¡>riv,itely owned-to ac1u:1 lly rench 
1he broad maqses and. portkularly. lhe rurnl ,nas.ses: thcy rcmai n con-
1ent witb reacbing the elite :111cl rhe upptr mitldle classc$ in tbe 
ci1les. 

10. An i!lsufllcicnt growth of mHi�1n.rl m1d regional associa• 
1,ons of profes�ioual communicators. such :,s joumalisls, audio­
viwal s¡,eciaii.;ts, agrrwllurnl editor,. and 1hc likc. 

11. ,\ liack of clfectivc nnd i11de1,endcnt Qatlonal informa1ion 
agencies anti, cspecially. of som.: age1Jcy L�tin A111c1lcan in 
,cope. This permit, íl ,irlual n1011(Jpoly or the internatio,1al news 
llow by extra-regional ,,ews scr�ice!. "hich neither inforrn tbc rc¡,ion 

19 289 



ohjccl ively about world even ls  nor report fa irly nbout events in 
the rcg 1on .  

1 2 . A weakness of the nat ional pr ivate advertisint :firms that 
al lows extra-regional consort iun, s  to con t ro l  much of the i ntcrnnl 
advcr l i s i ng markel of the count r ics . 

The probl ems l i sted above are not exclus ive to Lat in  A mer ica .  
They are common to very many other countr ies with d iffe rences on ly 
i n  intensity .  M, Del i ran puts to h imself the quest ion "What i s  bch ind 
these shortcomi ngs?" , and suggests four major general factors : one, 
.th� human behaviour cont inues to be the n eglected d imens ioo ;  two, 
Qrgan i sed perrnas ion remains as the forgotten condition ; three, policy 
makcrs have t ended to take social forces as granted, e i ther t h i nk­
i ng  that communica t i on is not  i nd i spensable for modernizat ion·· or  
bel i ev i ng  that moderni zation w il l  somehow occur  automatica l ly .  
Thc fomth genera l factor, (and th i s  i s  a dominant  factor h i nder­
i ng  progress) i s  the region's social s trncture whose "centra l  char­
.actcr i s t ic  is a dcgrce of concent rat ion or power based on the mono­
poly of land  and weal th-which ranks among the most pronounced o;n 
carth . . .  M i nute m inor i t ies pres ide--overtly or not-over the dcst i ny 
M lhe majority of the 260 m i l l io n  i nhabitants o f  Latin America . .  
Wliat i n t crcst can these m ino r i t ies bave i n  see ing change occur? . • .  
Genu ine nut iona l  development i nvolves a radical change o r  t he 
s t ructure from wh ich the o l i garchi es benef i t .  ft i m pl i cs a democra­
t i c  rcd istr i bution of power and wealth . . .  " .  (ED.) 
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D. 2 . 3 : RU RAL TELEVISION IN INDIA : 

PRECONDITTONS FOR SUCCESS 

Dr. (Mrs.) S. MuJay (1)  and T.K. Chakravarty (2) 

The fundamental  superiority of TV as a medi um for d i ssemi na­
l i ng ngricnc t ural informat ion has been cstablish ecl in repeated research 
in l nu ia  and abroad .  There has  also been evidcnce of accepta ncc 
by Ind ian v i l lngers of  TV in to thci r soc ia l  system as one of the 

i mportn n l  med i a  avai lablc to  them. Howcve r, in sp i te of the inher­
cnl va l uc of TV, i ts ac tual  ··contr ibution in ru ra l  development 
depcnds upon severa! factors. We m ust analysc these factors now, 
and fi nd answers to t he q uestions therc in, i f  \Ye wish to learn 
\Vi thout  comrni t t ing costly blunders. 

( 1 ) Rcadcr in lhc Dcparlmcn t of Adu l l  [ducat i on, National Cot111ci l  of 

l:ducal iona l  Rescarch and Tra i n i ng. 

(2) Ph. D. sl udcnt in Agricu l lura l  E\.tension and Eval ual ion Ofl'icer in 

thc Cont innous Ernlual ion l'rojed on Agricu l tura. !  Tclc,· i s ion .  

lhe v íe,1 s prcsented i n  th i s  note  are  1he personal vicws of  the aut hors. 
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