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Several correlational studies have shown that underdeveloped countries 

have underdeveloped systems of social communication. As long as that corre­

l~tion holds, the contribution of Gommunication to modernization in those 

countries is bound to be mbimal. 

As Pye has stressed• communication media exhbitf a marked frasmentation 

pattarno tws media reach only the urban population while oral exchange through 

face-to-face contact is the predominant coDlI!lunioat1on format for the rural po­

pulationo No interlOcking or complementation exist between the two types of 

cbanneleo 

In aa much aa the limited and weak existing mass media aro not, actually, 

reaching the masses, widespread and accelerated diffuaion of developmental me­

ssages is impossible. Some of the underdeveloped countries are already fully 

conscious of it but the capital• the equipment. and the skilled-lllall power re­

quired to build promptly truly national me.as media systems are usually lacld.ng 

in those countries. 

Channel combination hae been proposed9 in the last twenty years or so. as 

an attractive intermediate solution for the problemo During that period~ in 

fact• three countries of the "third world" have experimented with some such a 

combination. The main reason for it is dJrious: the combination puts t ogether 

the advantages of the two types of channols and aleviates the limitat ions of 

both. ~hus 9 the government agencies can reach considerabl• large segments of 

the population while retaining the rlrtues of personalized contact. 

) 
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Riniker eredits tho Cotrl!!lunist countries with havincr started the large­

acale and formal use of combinations of a mass modium with group discussion. 

In tact. Soviet Russia~ veey early in its revolutionary process. organized 

hundreds of Auch discussion groups around party members who were to read the 

newspapers for the groups and then guide .,interpretative discussion of the 

messages in it. Later, Red China t~ook the idea far be7ond the Russian scheme• 

and add~ maas channels other than the pri.nt media. 

So far,. the aost used c0111bi.nation has been that of hooking ratio to formal 

amall groups of people who meet regularil.y to~ listen to programs specially 

broadcasted for them and who, immediately d thereaf .er• engage 1n discusai.on 

ot 1'he radio message•• This combination has taken three basic fomats: tbe 

radio-forum~ 1n India, the radio-school• in Colombi.a, and the rad1o-atufi circJ 

in Communist China• il0 !fia last country has discontinued the practice and ehij 

ted to printed media forum■• 

Some research has been conducted h the Indian radio forums• a little 

inTestigation exists on the Colombian radio-eohools• and no formal public 

atudy of an empirical nature is known to be available on the Reel Chinese radi.o­

study criclea. 

In general., howeYer~ the radio-cnm•diacuasi.on COllllllWlication strateg, whic1 

had its origill in deYeloped natione(iingland• first, and then Canada). hae shoVJ 

to be quite applicable to the communication needs of senal underdeveloped cow 

tries.Properly built and handled - both in terms of communication com~etence 

and organigatt,onal skills - the radio-group discussion mix appears to be 

a considerably effective instrument of developmental communicationo 

Researoh, however9 has not been able yet to tell the "why" of that appa­

ront effectiveness. It has shown that. compared to radio alone and to group 

discussion• radio combined with discussion is supsrio~. It baa al.so shovn that 
I 

the strategy can fit quite ~•ll with much of the requirements for rural deYo-

1opmento But it has not shOWD~ for instance, what is in the radio message or 



in the nature of the discussion process itselft or in both, that accounts 

' for the superiority of the combination. 

The present notes are a brief and preliminary attempt to specify some 

of the probable factors 1n the messagea of farm radio forums that may ai~­

ticantly contribute to the overall effect veness of the combination strategy. 

Aa suoh9 this attempt focuses attention on the mass media component of the 

strategy leaving outaid•• at least momentaril;r, not only the also very impor-
non-oommunication 

ta.nt factors of infiuenoe 1n the group disouasion ennronment~ but also/varia-

bles which intenene after the strate~y has ceased to operate.The emphasis• 

hoveTere ie not on the channel but on the messages - their constructible attri~ 

butes - wbi~ broadcaated over the radio• start the group discussion process. 

It is immediately apparent the difficulty to detac~h from the total commu­

nication prooess1ng phenomena a set of factors that oan be uuequivocally labe­

led as "message Tariables". From Laswell to McLuhan• many years haTe gone by 

... but not much light has been •dliU on the elusiYe nature ot that thing 

oalled"the ■eaaage"• In the absence of solid theoretical support and 1n the 

face of ocanty and enatic empirical research on the topic• our ignorance 

becomes encouraged to dare spoculation. 

For the purposes of this term excercise, then• mes:;age will be defined 

here simply as a set of siela purport:.ng an idea, an emotion, or a way of 

behaving physically. In as much• however. as "messages" cannot be conceiTed 

other than as being produced by sources1 transmitted by channels• and consu­

med by receivers. m•iilie■ will not be understood here u entities independent 

of the other components of the total communication proceaeo Only formalytical 

purposee, message attributes will be regarded here as observable in isolationo 

In !act• the source's intent will be conceptualized here as the basic component 

ofttle message system. And message attributoe \fill be proposed to var:, both in 

relation to variations of that intent and variations 1n receiYer's ch racterisal 

ticao -



On :,,urely loBical grounds, message variables call tor at least one 

olaseiticatory division. '.i'he "existence" of a message has two def:ined 

stages: {l) preparation. and {2) »resentation. '1hat is, in t he case of 

a channel such as radio, message cons~ruction has two phasee: (1) pro­

duction. and (2) ezuaion. It is one thi.ni to write the script for a radio 

program and it is another thiDg to haYe it broadcaste4. There are, of 

course• program emited d1.rectl.y• without a script, but the case does not 

apply to the behartora of communicators presently uai.ng the farm radio to­

l'Ull strategy. 

Within the preRaration stage~ at leastthree ll1dll factors can be iden­

tified aa predominanta (l) intent(of the soace); (2) content; and (3) ~• 

Within the presentation stage, at least two main tacto•s can be atipula­

teda (1) time, and (2) sound. -
Each of those factors includes several Yariablee. 

On such a basi•~ the following tentat1Ye list of potential independent 

variables for a study would seem plausible: 

Is PREPARATION STAGE 
(or rroduction Phase) 

1. Nature of objective 
(a) intormatiOZL 
(b) promotion 
(c) instruction 

A. IUTEUT 
(d) enlightenment 
(e) recreation 

2. Time-range of objecti~e 
(a) short-run 
(b) medium-run 
(c) long-run 

l. Autonomy 

2. Comploxit;r 

3. Congruity 
D. CONTf.trr' 

4. Cost 

5. llpplicability 

6. tfovelty 

7. Timeliness 
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II: PRESEl:TATION STAGE 

{ Emieion phase) 

D. TD-IE 

8. Advantage 

9. Specificity 

Topic 
Ca) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

(e) 

Ct) 
(g) 

(h) 

Appeal 

a~iculture-liveatock 
health-nutrition 
housing-clothug 
literacy•geo~rahy-hietory 

arithmetic-eleaentar,- eoienoe 
civic and polit~cal. a ta.ire 

cooperativism and communiv.self-help 

news and analysis of local• national 
and international public events ad 
atfaira 
forum information 

Language 

Style 
(a) 
(b) 
(o) 
(d) 
Ce) 

comprehensibility 
redundancy 
ambiguity 
vernacularity 
formality 

'+11 Format 
(a) monologue-dialogue-mixture 
(b) voice-music-sound effects-mixture 
(c) apot-full program - mixture 

Treatment 

(a) discursive - narrative - dramatized 
(b) lecture - interview - 0-roup discusei 
Cc) universalistic - localistic 

6. Sequence 

Ca) intra unit(or item) 
(b) inter units 
(c) inter proerams 
(d) intra series 

1 41 Duration 
2. Frequency 

(a) periodioit1 
(b) repetition 

3. Scheduling 
4. Speed 
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1. Volume 

E. somrn 2. Tone ,. Intonation 

4. Diction 

It ia recognizeo, from start~ that (l) it would be very difficult to 

include all those Ya~iablea ill the atud7, (2) it would be extremely diffi• 
some of 

cult to separate/the variables within factors t111d nen between them; many 

of them are likel1 to be ao interactiYe that telling apart their individual 

tnnuenoe Jll8.T not prOTe feasible; and (3) it would be con11enient to boil 

down to a few variables with maximum potential eXplanato1'1' power. 

Audience responses to variations in message attributes will constitute 

the basic 4eHndent variablea. They will be the relevant receiver's perfor-
• 

manoee in tel'!lls of: 

1. Information gain(degree) 

z. Information cliatortion(degree) 

,. Attitude acquisition(degree) 

4. Attitude modifioation(direction atid degree) 

,~ Behavior aoquisition(degree) 

6. Behavior modifioaUon(diroction and degree). 

A 3 position soale may be used for each set of variables. For the inde• 

pendent ones, maximWll• median, minimum.For the dependent onee• high~ medium, 

lowcir Some Yariablee, howeYer• because of their very nature) wou1d require ain 

some different measuring format. 

The central expectation of the etud7 would be to come up with sp·ec1fio 

answers for this questions 

Keeping the source constant(exoept for its intent) M4 koop1og nJao tbe -
chanpel constut(rural radio forum), which message attrij>utes - both pre-
parational and presentational and thus in terps of intentr cogtent, forms ............... 
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time, and sound. - are most power ful t o commwu.oate effectivel y wit h 

which kinds of receivers within the RFF audi ence ? 

It appears ■l■a■ to this writer that a study capable of producing -

concrete ansvera to such questions would increase very appreciably the 

prediction ability in the process of communication through rural radio 

forwna. At the present tima9 forum so'Ul'Ces and fol"Ull communicators have 

••••"'-'"••■•N....,,:bm:wD►■•m virtually no reliable information on which 

· to base their etrate{µes of message construotion.Theyaoperate on intuitions. 

A .t•w considerations about the nature of some such a study follow, 

1. It would have to take place in an underdeveloped country which is 

in a process or expaneion of farm radio fol"Ullle• so that the totality of a 

fol"UJll operation is oovered by the 1nvest1gationtfrom start t o end. 

2. It would be based on a sample of regular fol"UJ!l members• who could 

be classified according to factors as the following; C•> sex; (b) agei Cc) 

sooio-econooic status; (d) education1 Ce) innovativeness; (f) comsopolitenesa; 

and (g) familiarity.c, or lack of it, wi.tb ratio• to name some of the important 

pertinent va ·iablea. 

,. The forum operation would have to be in a aone of irrestricted accesai• 

bility so as to secure continuous visiting ot the investigators to the torumeo 

4. The manipulation of meaeage attributes would be done by a highly trai• 

ned team attached to the regular sta~of the station but suboridnated to t he 

1Dv·et1gators .. 

5. The measurement of effects ot the manipulations would be done by means 

of ,..,.t••~w•drn pre and post bnadcast tests so as to allow for recording 

movements fnm a base-lin.e. Tests would also be taken at the end ot the aeries 

or facing out of the operation. Finally., tests would be tnken. in the terrei n~ 

from 6 to 18 months after the end of a series or operation. In addition9 the 
do 

investigators vould/continuoue direct obserYation and auplemontary inteniewa 

througlJc)ut the whole •••mak procesa. Thoug· the main subjocts will be the 
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