MICHIGAN STATE UT(PVIISITY’lnntmunn-naamuuinm

COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATION AATS + DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION - CABLE: COMMDEPT

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE RURAL RADIO FORUMS OR RADIOPHONIC SCHOOLS
OPERATED IN BOLIVIA BY THE MARYKNOLL FATHERS

The questions are divided in these sections:

Xs Audience

II: Scheduling

III: Programming

Iv: Discuesion

| £ Supplementary Materials
VI: Feedback

¥11s Stations
VIII: Receving Sets
IX: Evaluation

X: Miscelanevus

Information of the nature intended in these questions exists
on several similar projects in Asia, Latin America and Africa but.
not on Bolivia. It is important to remedy such insufficiency and
the Maryknoll radio forums are particularily important because they
are conducted in non-Spanish speaking areas,

There may be only insufficient information to answer some of
the questions here and there may be no information whatsoever to
answer others, Flease just ignore such questions but kindly answer
promptly all other. Do not hold answer for further elaboration or
verification., Brief statements and tentative information are per-

fectly acceptable. Please answer at vour very earliest convenience.

Thank you very much,

The questionaire has been prepared by a Bolivian graduate stu-

dent who is writinghis thesis for the M.A., on rural radio forums
across the world, His name is Luis Ramiro Beltrin, .~

e————

i::“-‘:: ——=E=E=E=a=



1.

2.

3

b,

Se
6.

7e

8.

9.
10.

11.

L3

1.
2e

3

AUDIENCE

How many stable and active forum radio-listening groups exist?
How many mmebers per group in average ?

What is the average group composition in terms of (a) age; (b)sex;
(d) occupation; (e) educational level; and (f) socio-economic status,

Are there pre-requisites for membership?
Is religious affiliation a condition for membership?
#here do most groups usually meet ?

Who presides and handles both the listening to the broadcast and
the subsequent discussion?

How are listening-discussion leaders selected ?
Do these leaders receive any stipend or other kind of reward ?
Are the leaders trained to perform their duties ?

Nhat is the role of the rural parish priests ?

SCHEDULING

How often and at what times are forum programs transmitted ?
What is the length of each forum boradcast ?

On which basis were frequency, time and length decided ?

III: P«OGRAMAING

1.

2e

3.

Is each forum broadcast dpvotedlto a single major topic or does
it include several different topics ?

If forum programs are devoted to single topics, is there a given
sequence to it ? ( i,e., Are the topics "serialized” through
succesive broadcasts according to some criteria 7 )

#hich is the predominant format of the forum programs? (i.e.,
straight talk; conversation; panel; dramatization, etc., )
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Which is the predominant program treatment ? ( i.e, serious or
humorous; casual and informal; structured and overtly didactic)

Which is the predominant style in the programs ? ( 1l.e., perso-
nalized and imperative; impersonal and indirectly persuasive )

Which is the predominant language used: Spanish or the native tongue?

Who is the predominant voice in the forum programs: priests?; station
speakem?; rural educators ?; subject-matter specialists ?

Are field interviews includkd often in the forum programs ?

Are sometimes audience members brought into the studio to parti-

cipate in the broadcasts themselves ?
Among the many possible objectives of the programs, some are li=-
kely to be more important than others for the purposes of the

organization, What are the avprximate proportion of emphasis gi-
ven to those objectives? For instance:

Literacy trainingecescccccsccccccsscccss
Religious formation ecececccccccceccces
Agricultural training ceeecccecccssces %
Civic Jindoctrination esececcccccsscnce

Health and nutrition educatioNececcceces

Other .l......‘.‘.-....aiﬁ.I....OCOOIC

DISCUSSION

How long doés the after-broadcast discussion last in average?
In which language is it conducted ?
Which of the following is the main goal of the discussions:

To clarify concepts in the broadcast

To link the brogdcast message with local situations

To help people learn how to think by themselves

To induce people to concrete individual and group actions

Is there some check on level of participation per individual ?



5 Are sometimes collective decisions for action taken in situ
285 a direct conséquence of the broadcast-discussion? ( And,
if so, are they usually implemented ? )

6., 1Is there any system existing for the group to record the
essence of broadcasts, discussions and decision-making ?

<

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

l.  Are other media and materials being used to strecthen the
radio-forum approach ? ( i.e., rural newspapers, graphic
booklets, posters, etc. )

2e If so, (a) are those materisls used mostly before, during
or after thc broad€ast ?; and (b) are they mostly specially

produced for the forums or do they mostly come from other
sources 7

VI ;: FuEDBACK

l. Is there some system becing used to channel back to the station
(a) guestions; (b) reactions; (c) renuests for help or for addi-
tional information; and (d) reports o° achievements drrived ffom
forum influence 2o

2. Have nudience reactions influencsd program adjustments 2?2 ( If
g0, in which manner and to which d:gree)

VII : STATIONS

l. How many stations does the organization opers&te ?
2e t#hat =re the stations names ?

3e here arc they located?

4, JVhen did they started regular forum broadcasts ?

S5 How large is its totial potential audience ( for forum and
for non forum programs ) ?

Ve low large is the territory covered by the transmissions 2

7. ‘Yhat ape the technical specifications ( i.e., bands, kilowats,
source of energy, etc.)

8. How much does it cost, in USH, to establish one station?

9. How much does it cost, per year, to run a station ?
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RECEIVING SETS
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How many sets are presently in normal operation ?
Are the sets run on dry-cell batteries or on transistors ?

Are the sets constructed so that the groups can receive in
them only the organization's stations ?

#hat is the cost per unit?

Are the sets given or sold ? ( If given, to whomand under
which conditions. If sold, at what price an:i under which terms)

Is there in the field some rcpair and maintenance facility ?

Are sets already being manufactured - or at least assambled -
in the country ?

EVALUATION

If some formal evaluation of effectiveness and limitations of rural
radio forums has been conducted, please send copies of the reports.
1f it has not, kindly make some anuraisal following approximately
these kinds of questions:

1.

ne
.

Nhat seems to have been the degree of audience responsiveness
in terms of (a) willingness to belong to forums; (b) showing
involvement and expressing satisfaction; (c¢) attributing use-
fulness to the forums.

Have any significant dcvelopmental activities ( individual ope-
rations or community projects ) been identified as clearly and
directly resulting from forum influence ?

Are there some indications of forum-impact Weyond the forum
groups ? (i.e., are forum-xmeubers influenam non-members in
their communities ? )

Is there any case where a forum rroup has either filled a
gap of community leadership or has substituted or overlapped
existing leadership and collective action patterns ?

How does people - and, in particular, established local lea-
dership = react to the existence and operation of the forums?

In general -~ in terms of the basic objectives of the organiza-
tion and in spite of all possible limitations and problems ==
what level of effectivenes can be so far attributed to the

forum activities ? ( Please mark one and explain your selection)

Very High
High
Intermcdiate



7+« In particular, for which of the following goals or functions
would the forums so far seem to be most effective ? ( Please
answer by ranking )

Diffusion of technological and civicinformation.f

Changing traditiomal beliefs and attitudes.

Promoting a feeling of '"nationness".

Teaching literacy.

Teaching principles and techniques relative to adult
education and community development topics.

Religious formation,
Spreading general news.

Teaching agricultural and home economics practices.

IREENRE

Getting people used to cooperation and action instead
of isolation and despair or fatalistic resignation,

X: MISCELANEOUS

1; How is the station operation financed, in general ?

2 Is commercial advergtising included in the forum programs ?
( If som, does it happen before, during or after the program?)

3, Are the programs preduced mainly by station personnel itself or
are the scripts mostly provided by other sources ?

4, Does the station staff include full-time subject matter specia-
lists such as agricultural experts or rural educators ?

~

5. How does the government rcact to the forums ? Support, attack
or indiference? Any attempt to use it or dominate it? Are field
authpeties cooperative ?

6. What is the estimated average "life-time" of forums ? Do they
lagt in active and productive operation for months or for years ?

7. What is the net growth rate of forum groups ( difference between
number of "births" and number of '"deaths" over total intended
audience ) per year ?

8. 1Is the organization contemplating increase or reduction in themm
forum operations ? ( In either case, please &plain the plan and
its justification )

9., Is it known how much(in US3) does it cost to reach each forum
member( per capita forum costs) ?

10, Is the forum aspect of the organization linked in any way with
similar activities in other countries ? ( 1l.,e., was it inspired

by previous projects; were some staff members trained in them)
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