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QUESTIONS ABOUT THE RURAL RADI O FORUMS OR RADIOPHONIC SCHOOLS 
OPERA"n;D I N BOLI VIA BY THE MA.RIK.NOLL FATHERS 

The questions are divided in these sections: 

I: Audience 

II: Scheduling 

III: PrograllllliAg 

IV: Discueeion 

V: Suppleaentar:, Ma t erials 
VI: Feedback 

VII: Stations 

VIII: Rece v1ng Seta 

IX: Evaluation 

X: Misc el ane,:,ue 

Infor mation of the nature intended i n t hese questions exists 
on s ever a l similar projects in Asi a , Latin America and Afric a but-.. 
not on Bolivia. It ie important to r emedy such insufficiency a~ 
the Maryk.noll radio forums are particu lariiy important because they 
a.r e c onducted in non-Spanish speakinr, areas. 

There 11ay be only insuffi cient inf orma t ion t o answer s ome of 
t he questions here and there may be no in f ormation whatsoever to 
answer others. Pl ease just ignore such questions but kindly answer 
promptly all other. Do not hold a nswer for f urther elaboration or 
verif ica tion. Brief statements and t entative i n f orma tion are per­
f ectly acceptable. Ple1se answer at your very earliest conyen+ence. The information is urgentlx needed. 

Tha nk you very much. 
The questionaire has been pr epa r ed by a Bolivian graduate stu­

dent who is writi~his thesis f or the M.A. on rural radio f orums 
across the world. His name is Luie Ramiro Beltr!n. /" 

•========= ===== 



I: AUDIENCE 

1. Row many stable and acti•e forum radio-listening groupe exist? 

2. How many .mmebere per group in average? 

3. What is the average group composition in t e rms of (a) age; (b)eex; 
(d) occupa tion; (e) educational level; and(!) socio-economic status. 

4. Ar~ there pre -requisites for membership? 

5. I s relig ious affiliation a condition for me mbership? 

6. Where d o most groups usually meet? 

7. Who presides and handles both the listening to the broadcast and 
the subsequent diecuaeion? 

8. How are listening-discussion leader s s elected? 

9. Do these leaders r eceiYe any stipend or other kind ofreward? 

10. Are the leaders trained to p erform their du ties? 

11. What is the rol e of the rura l p a rish priest s ? 
• 

II: SCHEDULING 

1. How often and at what times are forum programs transmitted? 

2 . What i s th e le~gth of each forum boradcast ? 

3. On which basis were f r ~quency , time a nd length d ecid ed? 

1. Is e a c h fDru.m broadcast devoted to a sing le major topic or does 
it includ e several differ~nt topics? 

2 . If forum programs are d e voted to singl e t opics, is th er e a given 
eequence to it? ( i.e., Ar e the topics "serialized" throu gh 
succ esive broadcasts a ccording t o s ome cri teria?) 

'• ~bich i s the predominant fo r mat o f the forum programs? (i.e., 
s tra i ght t a lk.; conversa tion; panel; d r amatizat i on, e tc. ) 



~. Which is the predominant program treatment? ( i.e, serious or 
humorous; easua1 and informal; structured and overtly didactic) 

5, Which is the predominant style in the programs? ( i.e., perso­
nalized and · imperative; impersonal and indirectly persuasive) 

6. Which is the predominant language used: Spanish or the native tongue? 

i. Who is the predominant voice in the forum programs : priests? ; station 
speakel!ll; rural educators ? ; subject-matter specialists? 

&. Are field interviews includid often in the forum programs? 

~, Are s ometimes audience members brought into the studio to parti­
cipate in the broadcasts themselves? 

10 • Among the many possible objectives of the programs, some are li­
kely to b e more important than others for the purposes of the 
organization. What are the a ppr ximate proportion of emphasis gi­
ven to those objectives? For instance: 

Literacy training•••••••••··•••••••••• % 

Religious formation•••••••••••••••••• % 

Agricultural training •••••••••••••••• % 

Civic.indoctrination • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Health and nutrition e ducation •••••••• 

Other•••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••• % 

IV: DISCUSSION 

l. How long does the after-broadcast discussion last in a v erage ? 

2 . In which l a nguage is it conducted? 

3. Which of the following is the main g oa l of the discussions: 

To clarify concepts in th e broadcast 

To link the bro~d c ast message with local situations 

To help people learn how to think by themselves 

To induce people to concre t e individual and group actions 

4. Is there some check on level of participation per individual? 



6. 

V: 

1. 

2 . 

Are sometimes coll~ctive d e cisions for action taken in situ 
...as a direct conee quence o f the broa dcast-discussion? ( And , 
i f so, a.r e they usually implemented ? ) 

Is there any system existing for the group to record the 
e ssenc e o f broadcaste, discussions a nd decision-mak ing ? 

SUPPLEME1'lTArtY MATERIALS 

Are o ther media and materials being used to s tre g then the 
ra f. io- f orum approach? ( i.e., rural newspa pers , graphic 
booklets, p o s t e r s , e tc. ) 

I f so , (a) ar e those materia l s u s ed mostly before , d u ring 
or afte~ th ~ broadfast ?; a n d (b) are th e y mostly sp ec ially 
produce d ; or the forums or do they mostly c ome from oth er 
sourc es? 

l. Is there some sy~t em b e ing u sed to cha nn e l back t o th e s t ation 
( a) questions ; (b) react i ons ; (c) ren u ests f or h elp or f or a dd i ­
tiona l i nformation ; a nd (d) r e port :: o .- a chievement s d r r ived f rom 
forum i nfluence?• 

2 . Hav e ?Udience r eac tions inf lu e nc e d pro~r ~m ad jus t ment s ? ( I f 
s o , in wh ich ma nner a n d to wh ich d t gree) 

VII 3'L \ ·rI0NS 

1 . How ma ny statiqns does the organiza tion o p e r• te ? 

2 . ~h nt ~re the stations names ? 

3 . ','her e ar c they loc a ted? 

4 . ~hen d i d they start•~ regular forum broadcasts ? 

5 . Ho·.-, l ;i rge i s its tot/al potentia l a ucli enc e ( fo r f orum ::3 nd 
f or n on forum progr ams) ? 

O. ·i ow l arge i s t he t erritory covere d by the transmission s ? 

7. ilhat ai,e the t echnical s pecifica tions ( i . e ., b a nds , kilowats , 
:.ource of energy , etc.) 

8 . How much d o es it cost, in US$ , to e s ta blis h one station? 

9 . How much does i~ coet, per year , to run a station? 



-VIII: 

IX: 

RECE:IVING SETS 

1. How many sets are presently in normal operation? 

2. Ar e the sets run on dry-cell batteries or on transistors? 

3. Are the sets eons true ted so that the groups can rec €·ive in 
them only the organization's stations? 

4. lhat i s th e cost per unit? 

5. Are the se t s given or sold ? ( I f given, to wh0111 and under 
which conditions . If sold, at what price a n j un der ~hich terms) 

6. Is ther e in the f i e l d s ome r epair and maintenance facility ? 

7. Ar e se t s alrea dy being manu factured - or a t least assambl ed -
in the country? 

E.✓ALU .... TION 

If some formal evaluation o:· effec tiveness and limita tions of rural 
r~ dio forums has bee n conducted, plea se send copi e s o f the r <ports . 
l f it ha s not, kindly mate s om e o. n~r a isa l follo··rinr, a pproximately 
th ese kinds o f questions : 

1. tihat seems to ~ave been th e degree o f Audi enc ~ r esponsiveness 
in terms of (a) willingness to b e long to forums; (b) showing 
invol vement and expressing sa tis faction; (c ) attributing u s e­
f ulness to the forums. 

2 . Rave a ny significant de velopment a l activities ( individua l ope­
r 3 t i ons or community pro jects ) be~n identified as c l e~r ly and 
dir~c tly resulting fr om forum influenc e ? 

3 . Are there some indic::itions o f f orur:i-impact wey ond t he f orum 
groups ? (i.e., are forun• -~::1e.1b 0 rs i nflueno~ non- ciernber s in 
t he i r communities? ) 

4. I s there any case where a foru~ rroup has either fil l ed a 
gap of community l eadership or has s ubstituted or overl 3pped 
existing l eadership a nd collective a ction pa tterns ? 

5. How does people - and, in part icular, establioh ed l ocal lea­
dership - react to the exis t en c e and oper At ion of the forums? 

6. In genera l -- in t erms of th e basic objectiv es o f the organiza­
tion and in spite of all possible limitations a nd problems -­
what level of effec t i v0ncs can br so far attributed to the 
f orum activities? ( Please mark one and explain your selection) 

Very High 
High 
Interm<dia te 



7• In particul.ar• tor whJ.ch of 'the fol.lowing goa1s or functions 
would the foruas eo far , seea to be most effective? ( Please 
answer by ranki.ng) 

X: 

6. 

8 . 

10. 

-

-

D~~furion of technol.ogieal and civicinforaation.a 

Changug traditional beliefs and attitudes. 

Proraoti.ng a feeli.Ag of 11nationness". 

Teaching literacy. 

Teaching principles and techniques relative to adult 
education and community development topics. 

Religious formation. 

Spreading general news. 

Teaching agricultural and home economics practices. 

Getting people used to cooperation _and action instead 
of isolation and despair or fatalistic resignation. 

NISCELANEOUS 

How is the station operation financed , in general? 

Is commercial adveritieing included in the forum programs? 
( If so*, does it happen befor~ , durin e or after the program?) 

Are the programs produced mainly by s t a tion personnel itself or 
are the scripts mostly provided by other sources? 

Does the station staff include full -time subject matter specia­
lis ts such as agricultural expert s o r rura l educa tors? 

How does the g overnment r eact to the f orums? Support, attack 
or indiference? Any attempt to use it or dominate it? Are f ield 
authl>•ties cooperative? 

What is the e,stimated a verage 11 life-time1' o f forums ? Do they 
l a st in active and produc t ive opera tion fo r months or for years? 

Wha t is the net growth rat e o f forum groups ( difference be t ween 
number of "births" and numb er o f "deaths" ov er total in t ended 
au dience) p e r year? 

Is the organization cont emplati ng increase or r eduction in theh 
forum operations? ( In either case, please ~ plain the p l an and 
its justific ation) 

Is it known how much(in US$ ) does it cost to reach each forum 
member ( per capita forum costs)? 

Is the forum aspect of the orga nization linked in any way with 
similar activities in other countr ies ? ( 1.e., was it inspired 

by previous projects; were some s taff members trained in the~) 

•============= 
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